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A Chinese Form of Inclusivism
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Abstract

When Western Christianity became aware of the existence of
Asia’s native religions, the question as to how to deal with the soteriology of
other religions became an important topic in contemporary Christian
soteriology. This paper looks at Xu Songshi who flourished in the early
Republican era and discussed inculturation. The paper notes that, although in
the 1950s and 60s Xu rejected the possibility of non-Christian salvation, in
the 1930s and 40s he advocated a merging of Christianity with Chinese
Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism and espoused the theory that Chinese
religions while salvific were not as efficacious as Christianity. Xu Songshi’s
early soteriology may be seen as an example of a typically Chinese inclusive
soteriology and hence serves as an important milestone in the study of this

topic.
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