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Abstract

The myths of origin and creation describe how all things on earth were
created — the formation of heaven and earth, human origins, the beginning of
tribes, the origin of all things on earth, and so on. Pondering these issues
requires a broader view and the ability to abstract. It is a simple form of
practice, the primary form of philosophy, which can be used to show that
people in ancient times tried to search, understand and grasp the meaning of
life through their concrete lived experience. Thié is exemplified by ancient
magic. It is not philosophical reflection, religious prayer, or aesthetic
observation, but is rather a form of activity. In this form of activity, people
can understand their own spirits and ways of thinking. Myths of origin can
be regarded as a hermeneutical language system, related to the magic
activities that explain human beings’ interaction with heaven, earth, ghosts,
and gods. Human energies are expanded from the subject (human beings) to
the object (all things on earth); thus, the spiritual interaction between human
beings and other creatures is realized. Based on a pantheistic understanding

of the real, the magic becomes a practical behavior, being spread by the
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collective language system —the myths of origins. Using myths of origin,
this article explains the formation of the human understanding of the cosmos
in ancient times, and the development and function of religious practice. The
myths of origin reveal that human beings explore all things in the world not
only through biological instinct, but also by cultural recognition, social
practice, life experiences, and so on. They are able to visualize and analogize
the formation and development of life in the universe. In the myths of origin,
the life of human beings cannot be separated from the universe. The gods or
goddesses possess the same emotions, power of the will and life as human
beings; the realm of the gods is the extension and enhancement of the
human’s world. The mighty gods of creation in the myths of origin
correspond with human societies. Human beings form their rules of survival
according to the natural structure of the universe, and at the same time the
natural structure of the universe has to be able to satisfy human beings’ rules
of survival. Both sides construct a symbiotic relationship and interact
spiritually with each other. The myths of origin are not limited to how the
mighty gods create the cosmos, all things on earth and human beings, but
help illuminate the meaning and value of existence. The purpose is not to
explore the materials scientifically, but to search out the spiritual needs in the
development of culture and to be aware of the meaning of the metaphysical

in our lives.

Keywords: Myth of Origin, Magic, Religion, Totem of the Universe,
Primary thinking, Mythological thinking



