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Amida-Buddha Interpretated from the Viewpoint of
Religious Studies

Chen, Miin-Ling

Abstract

Amida-Buddha is one of the most important Buddhas in Mahayana
buddhism. But because lack of statues left, it becomes difficult to identify
whether Amida existed in ancient India. Some people even suspect that
Amida is the result of some foreign elements. So the early studies almost all
center on the origin of Amida. In this article, the writer studies the prototype
of Amida.

First, considering the etymology of the word, there are three possible
explanations: (1) Amitabha (limitless light) symbolizes universal nature of
space. (2)Amitayus (limitless life) symbolizes the enternal nature of time.
And from the early period of Buddhism, it is common to use these two (light
and life) as the symbol of the tathagata which is universal and eternal. (3)
But since the meaning of Amita encompasses limitless light, limitless life
and limitless purity, it represents the universal character of éﬁkyamuni who
has experienced the enlightenment of the ultimate truth (dharma), and

becomes the ideal type of Mahayana buddha, namely the dharmakaya
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buddha.

Next, from the analysis of the pattern of Amida's jataka, we know that
based on the concept of multiple buddhas of Mahayana, Amida- Buddha is
linked to éﬁkyamuni, and reappears as the original figure of éékyamuni.
From the very complex relation reflected in Amida's jataka, we can see the
image of Amida is near to §5kyamuni. Especially, in the Jataka of
Dharmakara, we see that from his coming, enlightment, and so on, all is a
reflection of the life of éékyamuni. Thus we can trace the appearance of
Amida back to the mythical primordial time; and establish primordial
position of Amida.

At last, the writer summarizes, by the way of comparison with
éﬁkyamuni, the originality of Amida-Buddha, and the myth struture of
Amida-Buddha. This is also why, in the history of pureland buddhism,
Amida-Buddha finally is superior to the historical éékyamuni, That is to say,
Amida is the original buddha (dharmakaya), Sakyamuni is the incarnate

buddha (nirmﬁnakﬁya).

Keywords @ buddhakaya, Amida-Buddha, Sakyamuni, jataka,

prototype





