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The New Realism Approach on Philosophy of Religion in Xie
Fuya’s Thought

Chin Ken-Pa
Department of Philosophy, Fu Jen Catholic University

Absract

Educated in the United States and profoundly influenced by the philosophy
of New Realism, Xie Fuya's Zong Jiao Zhe Xue (523 FTEE) [ Philosophy of Religion)
is a pioneering work that emphasizes the philosophical dimension of religion within
the context of Chinese philosophy. This groundbreaking book reflects Xie’s
intellectual foundation in New Realism. In Western thought, Realism is typically
understood as an epistemology grounded in common sense, whereas New Realism
highlights the dynamic evolution of nature. Xie’s understanding of religion is
strongly shaped by Alfred North Whitehead’s (1861 — 1947) Process Philosophy,
leading him to argue that religion and science are inseparable. He posits that
exploring the creation of the universe offers a meaningful way to understand the
existence of God—an idea rooted in Whitehead&#39;s process-based thinking. This
framework underpins Xie’s exploration of various religious themes, such as
humanism, the world, mystical experience, etc.

Key Words: New Realism, Immanent God, Mysticism, Indivudual



