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The Anti-LGBT Movement of the Conservative Christians in
Taiwan: An Analysis of the Forced-Displacement History of
Mainlanders and the Idea of “Family”

YANG Feng -Lin
Adjunct Assistant Professor, NUTN General Education Center

Abstract

The conservative Christian anti-LGBT movement has become the greatest
barrier for Taiwan to proceed on its path toward gender equality. This study delves
into this emerging phenomenon from three perspectives, namely the publicization of
faith practices by the right-wing religious factions; the experiences of dispersal and
forced displacement among the mainlanders, and the mobilization of fear by the
Mandarin-speaking churches in Taiwan.

The study finds a strong correlation between the formation of Taiwan’s
conservative Christian movement and the culture of displacement amongst the
mainlanders that has persisted for decades. On top of the heterosexual marriage
doctrine central to Christian beliefs, the concept of family within the Mandarin-
speaking churches is heavily influenced by the experiences of diaspora and forced
displacement among the mainlander believers, and the religious concept of viewing
the church as the ‘“earthly home/family” and heaven as the “everlasting
home/family”. When confronted with demands for marriage equality that calls for
the equal right of people of all sexual orientations to marry, the conservative
Christians perceives a challenge to all their notions of “family” — be it the biological,
earthly, or everlasting family — all seen as threatened by the push for marriage
equality.

Hence, this unique factor of displacement among mainlander believers in
Taiwan has become the point of demarcation from their European and American
counterparts, and a long-term factor for the formation of Taiwan’s conservative
Christian movement.

Keywords: diaspora, anti-LGBT Christian movement, cultural war, right-wing
religious faction
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