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The Inheritance and Development of “Lei-Cheng”
Taoist altar in Keelung

YANG Shih-Pei
Ph.D. candidate of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract
Keelung has experienced transitions through the Dutch and Ming

Cheng regimes, followed by Han Chinese settlers during the late Qing
Dynasty, making it one of the earlier developed areas in Taiwan's history. In
times when medical resources were not yet widespread, traditional society
faced various life challenges, from illnesses and deaths to everyday troubles.
Amid these hardships ,People often sought solace in religion.

In residents' daily lives, they would turn to religious services for issues
such as children's night crying, bad fortune, exorcisms, healing and
prolonging life, calming spirits, disaster mitigation, matchmaking, and
choosing auspicious dates. On a larger scale, they conducted thanksgiving
ceremonies, prayed for peace, and held elaborate Taoist rituals.

Lei-Cheng Altar was established within this social context in Keelung.
For generations, it has been a family-run Taoist establishment, now in its sixth
generation. Lei-Cheng Altar has deeply rooted itself in Keelung over the past
century, engaging closely with local society. Besides providing everyday
religious services to believers and conducting rituals commissioned by local
temples, it actively participates in community affairs and is dedicated to the
preservation of Northern Chinese pipe music (“Bei-Guan”).

In the agrarian society where residents had limited entertainment
options, people would gather at the temple courtyards during leisure time to
learn Bei-Guan music, leading to its cultural flourishing in Keelung. Lei-

Cheng Altar not only enthusiastically participated in local opera culture but
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also taught students and collaborated with like-minded individuals to
establish traditional folklore associations, preserving the local Bei-Guan
opera culture.

This article explores the changes in Keelung's local religious beliefs
through the history of Lei-Cheng Altar's inheritance, sharing fascinating
anecdotes from a century of religious service experiences, and examining the
inheritance and evolution of the traditional Taoist altar over the past century.
Additionally, it delves into the interaction between the altar and local social

culture.

Keywords : Keelung, Lei-Cheng Taoist altar, Taoist altar, Religious Belief,
Social Culture.
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