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Editorial

Division and unity is an eternal question for religious studies since it can be
used to cover the relations between separated streams of the same religion or for the
relations between different religions, faiths and ideologies. Moreover, whether
adherents of religions can work with non-adherents to bring reconciliation and unity
to a fractured society is also a vital matter. Even more importantly, the theme of
division and unity can touch on a core issue for religions, namely the relations
between human beings and the object of their religion, whether it is called God, the
Way of Heaven or ultimate reality. Under this heading the articles in the current issue
cover all of the above themes.

Chang Ming-yang analyses the different hermeneutical approaches to the
Bible taken by Catholics and Protestants. Exposition of documents from the Holy
See and contemporary hermeneutics lead him to enquire about the possibility of a
united approach. On the other hand, Cheng Yang-en’s paper more directly discusses
theological ideas relevant to Christian unity, such as that of catholicity. The article
draws on the history, society and politics of Asia to look at the challenges facing the
ecumenical movement in Asian Christianity today. Both the first two papers focus
on division and unity within Christianity but also touch on Asia (the first paper) and
on how the contemporary academic world deals with conflicts in hermeneutics (the
second).

Wang Sheng-ying’s paper draws together both of the latter strands, referring
to Asia and to hermeneutical conflicts over absolute truth—which is here criticized.
A study of modern and contemporary Chinese religion, philosophy and ideology
reveals a strong tradition of absolute truth which tends to suppress other discourse
and prevent the formation of rational discussion groups. This negative tradition
continues to hold sway today.

In the fourth article Virginie Marc reflects on religious education in Haiti.
Adopting a post-colonial outlook, she highlights how, in a country that is replete with
opposition and contention for a variety of historical, social and political reasons,
different religions and branches within the same religion not only repel each other,
they even harden social divisions. In such a society the paper asks if, and how,



religious education might foster cohesiveness and unity, in particular, what role the
native Haitian religion of voodoo both in terms of belief and practice, might play.
While a Chinese readership may consider the republic of Haiti to be on a remote
Caribbean island, yet what is said here is highly relevant to both Taiwan and Hong
Kong and hence well worth reading.

The fifth article by Cheng Kai-lun examines mysticism in Chinese Neo-
Scholasticism, where mysticism is a search for unity between human beings and
ultimate reality. With great creativity, the article uses the transcendental method of
transcendental Thomism to compare the Chan Buddhist ox-herding pictures and the
Biblical image of shepherding. The article is particularly worth consulting for its
contribution to religious dialogue and inculturation of theology.

Although not directly related to the theme of division and unity, yet the final
article is not wholly beyond the pale. Professor Yau Chi-On has contributed much to
the study of temples in Hong Kong and south China, especially as regards their
charitable work. Here he extends his research to Vietnam and looks at ethnic Chinese
charitable activity, particularly the Charitable Assembly of Ten Thousand People,
and how it successfully draws people together to work for charitable enterprises.

Whether in terms of subject-matter or in terms of their authors’ academic
and cultural background, the articles in this issue are very varied and yet amidst the
variety is a common concern for the discipline of religious studies and so together
they make a unique scholarly contribution to the theme of division and unity.
Herewith I express my thanks to all the authors, reviewers and editorial staff.

Lai Pan-Chiu
The Chinese University of Hong Kong



