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A Description of Salvation Rituals in Taiwanese
Ecstatic Folk Religion

WANG Ching-Ling
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Abstract

This article explores how religious people exercise their
own ecstatic energy in salvation rituals in order to resolve the life
crises caused by spiritual beings and ancestors. In order to appease
the suffering and grievance of the spiritual beings and ancestors, the
believers of the ecstatic tradition of Taiwanese folk religion hold
salvation rituals in the following way. First, they write spiritual
calligraphy before the ritual in order to ask for help from the deities
and to communicate with the spiritual beings to learn what they
want. Second, they put offerings of food, medicine, and paper
money into several dharma boats to please and heal the spiritual
beings. Third, in a state of ecstasy, the believers invite the spiritual
beings to enter the dharma boats by chanting and dancing, under the
manifestation of the deities or their own arche-spirit (JTZz). Finally,
they burn all the offerings and the dharma boats to signify
transformation of the visible material into the invisible world. The
burning symbolizes sending the spiritual beings to the deities to
begin a new life. By doing so, the people hope that they will be
blessed with peace and health in their daily life.

Keywords: Salvation Ritual, Spiritual Beings, Paper Money,
Dhamma Boat, Spiritual Calligraphy



