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Gaudium et Spes and the Spirit of Vatican II: On the
Contribution of Vatican II to Catholic Studies

WANG Tao
Research Associate, Department of Cultural and Religious Studies,
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Abstract

The Second Vatican Council of the Catholic Church held in the 1960s was a
milestone for the aggiorniomento and development of the contemporary Catholic Church.
The Council’s decrees record various aspects of this great aggiorniomento. One of the
richest documents, Gaudium et Spes, adequately embodies the so-called spirit of Vatican
I1, which emphasizes a personalist view of humanity, highlights holiness as being found
in the interaction between the Church and the secular world, and underscores an attitude
of openness, tolerance, plurality and catholicity in dialogue with other cultures and faiths.
Gaudium et Spes is a point of reference and direction for the establishment and
development of Catholic academic studies in the Chinese context. In the light of the spirit

of Vatican I, an unprecedented opportunity was given to the Sino-Catholic Studies.

Keywords: The Second Vatican Council (Vatican II), Gaudium et Spes,
The spirit of Vatican II, Sino-Catholic Studies



