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Dialogism and Religious Studies: Bakhtin’s Dialgoism

Teresa WONG Yai Chow
Professor, Department of Religious Studies, Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

This study discusses, from the perspective of religious studies, Bakhtin’s
theory of dialogism. Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin is still not a famous name in
Taiwan. But the theories of his literary criticism, which were developed from the
differences between novels and poetry, are very applicable to the religious
situation of Taiwan in the 21* century. This study first introduces Bakhtin’s
main ideas, and then elaborates on them in terms of their relationship to religious
studies. It focuses on two themes: first the relationship between the so-called
‘insiders’ and ‘outsiders’ of religious studies, and, second, that between peoples

from ‘two religious circles’.

Keywords: Bakhtin, Phenomenology of religion, Religious dialogue, dialogism



