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Confucian Funeral Ethics in pre-Qin China

LEE Jih-Pin

Lecturer of National Open University

Abstract

The ethical thought of Confucianism has been around for over two thousand
years. It has affected the ethics of traditional Chinese culture. Ethical thought
based on the family has developed into an ethics for society and the state. The
resonances between family and nation are an important part of Chinese
intellectual history. Confucianism takes “filial piety” as its core and lays the
foundation in funeral ethics. It also weaves a compact network with “courtesy”,
so as to build a ritual system and the moral norms of funeral etiquette.
Consequently, Chinese society has treated funeral etiquette, an issue of life and
death, with awe and has valued it for thousands of years.

Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi are the major representatives of
Confucianism in pre-Qin China. People at that time looked up to the ethical
thought of Confucianism as the pattern for funeral etiquette and established an
integrated behavioral standard of funeral etiquette both in family and society.
This article interprets the structure of the thought of funeral ethics of pre-Qin
Confucianism and surveys funeral etiquette itself. It then analyzes and studies
the thought further, by means of a deductive method, and finally, concludes and
defines its thinking structure by probing into the significance of funeral rites.

Keywords: pre-Qin China, Confucianism, filial piety, courtesy, funeral ethics,

funeral etiquette



