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1 Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, (Libreria Editrice Vatican: Citta del Vaticano,
2004), p.104.

2 Jirgen Moltmann, God for a Secular Society, (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999), p.1.

3 FEre4E (Alexis de Tocqueville) » &5 B - GREEIVERE) (b : LIS EE » 1996) -
H 524-525 -
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8 God for a Secular Society, p.3.

T Jurgan Habermas, “Transcendence from Within, Transcendence within This World,” in ed. by D. S.
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Browning & F. S. Fiorenza, Habermas, Modernity and Public Theology, (New York: Crossroad,
1992) : ZE R Hr(John Rawls)& - (Bua H I E38) (108 MR > 2000) - F 11 ZE#5(Richard
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& Martin E. Marty, “Reinhold Niebuhr: Public Theology and American Experience,” Concilium,
(1974)

® Luis E. Lugo ed., Religion, Pluralism and Public Life: Abraham Kuyper’s Legacy for the
Twenty-First Century, (Michigan: Eerdmans, 2000).
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10 Richard John Neuhaus, The Naked Public Square. Religion and Democracy in America, (Grand
Rapids: Eermans, 1984).

L' David O’Brien, Public Catholicism, (New York: Macmillan, 1989).

12 Robert Bellah etc, Habits of Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life, (University
of California Press, 1985).

B Hr vy ST (Max Stackhouse)# » (T ASEHHER | BRAREREIER ) - W A CRPE TSR BumBE R At ) »
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¥ Duncan Forrester, Truthful Action, (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 2000), p.127.
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7 2R David Tracy, Analogical Imagination, (New York: Crossroad, 1981).
BT T o (TS e | BlfmEEET) » H 134 -
19 David Tracy, ‘The Foundations of Practical Theology,” p.62
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2 Alasdair Maclntyre, After Virtue, (Wanshington: University of Norte Dame Press, 1984), p.263.
21 Ronald Dworkin, “Morals and the Criminal Law,” in Morality and the Law, ed. by Richard
Wasserstrom, Belmont, (California; Wardsworth Pub. Co. Inc., 1971), p.32.
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2 Stanley Hauerwas, Christian Existence Today: Essays in Church, World, and Living In Between,
(Durham: Labyrinth Press, 1988), pp.253-266.

2 David Tracy, “Particular Classics, Public Religion, and the American Tradition,” in R. W. Lovin ed.,
Religion and American Public Life, pp.115-123.
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% Robert Bellah, Habits of Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life, (University of
California Press, 1985), pp.86, 205.
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% John De Gruchy, The Church Struggle in South Africa, (Edinburgh: Eerdmans, 1979), p.227.
TR (R T AIE ) H 12
% Stanley Hauerwas, The Community of Character, 1981, p.2
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% Stanley Hauerwas, After Christendom, p. 45.

% Raymond Plant, Politics, Theology and History, (Cambridge University Press, 2001), pp.351-359.
31 Hauerwas, “The Gesture and the Christian Life,” p.183.

% Hauerwas, The Community of Character, pp.9-11.

% Hauerwas, The Peaceable Kingdom, (Wanshington: University of Notre Dame, 1983), p.101.
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% Arne Rasmusson, The Church as Polis: From Political Theology to Theological Politics as
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Religion and Public Life: An Introduction to Public
Theology

Prof. Chin Ken Pa
Graduate School of Religion Chung Yuan Christian University

Abstract

In the last two decades, America’s theologians increases progress towards issues of
“publicity”. This phenomenon explains that in their views, being the opposite of the ethics of
“public” is not “private”, but “sectarian”, this unwilling to give publicly accessible
theological arguments are considered not so much wrong as rude. This shift ignites a debate
on “good manners” in theology. In the ethical structure of modern life, religion should not
only be a kind of personal value concept, then could the Christian religion’s ethical critique
that has the denominational tendency be compatible with public life? Doubtlessly, ethical
issues and publicity must form a very special relation.

To deal with these problems, this study shall begin with the context of plurality within
modernity to probe into the construction of a public theology. Also, this study attempts to
discover the tension between “public” and “theology”. Firstly, this study points out the main
concepts of public theology, especially those of David Tracy’s perspectives, then, shall
approach from the opposite perspective, especially those Habermas’s critique of Tracy from
the academic of publicity, Stanley Hauerwas’ critique of Tracy is on his theological model
that based on foundation, their views mutually pointed out the defects in Tracy’s theological
model. These defects shall be examined under the so called “good manners” conception.
This project aims to reflect and propose how to reconstruct the publicity section of theology,
S0 as to maintain a completeness in its dialogue with other academic disciplines and the
ethical issues in public life.

Keywords: publicity, Christian ethics, modernity, political life, plurality



